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The Attorney-General’s 
Department has 
released the free 
DisasterWatch phone 
app to improve access 
to disaster information, 
and help reduce call 
volumes to Triple Zero 
(000) during natural 
disasters. This project 
received National 
Emergency 
Management Program 
funding for 2011-12.

Australians currently own more than 4.5 million 
smartphones. This technology has grown rapidly in 
Australia in the last twelve months — by 2013 it is 
expected that more people will access the internet via 
mobile devices than via desktop computers. Mobile 
applications can help people access government 
services and data, creating innovative ways to use 
information and deliver services to citizens. 

On 29 July 2011, the former Attorney-General Robert 
McClelland announced funding for the development of a 
national smartphone application. ‘Nearly half of all calls 
to Triple Zero are non-urgent calls and when a disaster 
happens, calls are often requests for information about 
the disaster,’ he said. 

The DisasterWatch phone app contains 
information about disaster events in 
Australia via direct feeds from a range of 
authoritative sources in the States and 
Territories and nationally. The information 
will be regularly updated. 

By reducing non-emergency calls, 
the vital Triple Zero Emergency Call 
Service can respond to those with a 
need for a police, fire or ambulance 
emergency response. 

Please note: this app does not provide direct emergency 
alert warnings to users.

DisasterWatch is available from the Android Market and 
from Apple-iTunes (search for DisasterWatch).

In the following months, the project team will engage 
with the community and the emergency management 
sector to gather feedback for new versions of the app 
and ideas for other apps.

The Hon Robert McClelland, Minister for Emergency
Management, and Mr Tony Sheehan, Deputy Secretary,
Attorney-General’s Department, at the launch of the
DisasterWatch phone app.

The Hon Robert McClelland, Minister for Emergency 
Management, and Mr Tony Sheehan, Deputy Secretary, 
Attorney-General’s Department, at the launch of the 
DisasterWatch phone app.

DisasterWatch 
phone app




Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		AJEM-27-01-FULL.pdf




		Report created by: 

		Biotext

		Organization: 

		




 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 0

		Passed manually: 2

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 2

		Passed: 28

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Skipped		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
