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To cast a look across the contents 
pages of the 79 issues of this 
publication over the past 20 years, 
anyone would be forgiven for 
imagining that Australia is not just 
very active but is the hub of global 
emergency management action. Such 
is the depth and breadth of subject 
matter and topics that have been 
brought forward for discussion. Alas 
we are down-under to most of the 
world and only a small player on a 
huge stage.

The Australian Journal of Emergency 
Management was first published 
as a six page newsletter in March 
1986, with the name of The 
Macedon Digest, to fill an identified 
“information void within the 
counter-disaster community.” It was 
recognised that a need existed for a 
publication to provide summaries of 
activities, research and meetings to 
“operatives, planners, trainers and 
researchers in the counter disaster/
civil defence field.” According to 
this first issue, “the success of the 
Digest will depend to a large extent 
on reader reaction; contributions 
and comments on content will 

be welcomed, and will help the 
Digest to evolve into a useful 
periodical for all who are involved 
in the humanitarian field of disaster 
management.” These sentiments 
still hold true and continue to have 
relevance 20 years on.

In September 1988 a sub-title was 
added − The Australian Newsletter 
of Disaster Management − and the 
journal doubled in size. Due to 
continued support from EMA 
and the industry, the journal 
had developed into a substantial 
black and white publication by 
1994, the year of the first special 
issue, Environmental Health and 
Disasters. Also in that year a survey 
of subscribers was undertaken 
with the findings indicating the 
journal was considered a valuable 
source of information that reached a 
significant proportion of emergency 
management personnel. A survey 
of readership conducted in 2004 
indicated that the journal continued 
to maintain its high reputation as a 
comprehensive, multi-disciplinary 
publication, regarded by its 
readership as a reliable and  

credible source of information 
covering the full spectrum of 
emergency management.

By 1995 the title had changed to 
The Australian Journal of Emergency 
Management and a special 
issue focused on ways that the 
International Decade for Natural 
Disaster Reduction had an impact 
on Australia and the Pacific. By 
1997 AJEM, as it had come to be 
known, had undergone a change in 
appearance with a full colour back 
and front cover, which by 1999 had 
developed to full colour throughout.

International as well as Australian 
disasters have always received 
attention in AJEM which has 
published information on such 
incidents as the Port Arthur 
shootings, ice storms in Canada, 
floods in Katherine, Northern 
Territory, the tsunami disaster in 
Papua New Guinea, the Thredbo 
landslide, and the Auckland 
electricity supply disruption. More 
recent coverage includes the Indian 
Ocean tsunami, bombings in Bali, 
and Hurricane Katrina, which 
appears in this issue.
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A change in editor and editorial 
advisory team in 2002 resulted 
in a new look and direction for 
AJEM. Over the last three years the 
journal’s profile has been enhanced 
through its inclusion on the  
Commonwealth Department of 
Education, Science and Training 
Register of Refereed Journals. AJEM 
is indexed by the National Library 
of Australia’s Australian Public 
Affairs Information Service (APAIS) 
and has recently been accepted for 
selective indexing by the Attorney-
General’s Information Service 
(AGIS). Access to AJEM articles is 
made available through the Royal 
Mebourne Institute of Technology 
Informit service.

In 2004 there were two special 
issues of AJEM developed through 
partnership arrangements. In 

August, in conjunction with the 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry, an issue dedicated 
to the role of government and 
industry in agricultural emergencies 
was published. This was followed 
in November 2004 with a special 
edition featuring articles from the 
New Zealand Recovery Symposium, 
conducted in July of that year. Special 
issues dedicated to contemporary 
themes continue to have a role in the 
emergency management industry. A 
recent example was the May 2005 
issue on counter-terrorism and 
emergency management.

We have seen some highly esteemed 
emergency sector participants both 
as content contributors and as 
members of the editorial advisory 
committee. Rather than name any, 
EMA wishes to record sincere 

thanks to every one of them for their 
professionalism and their genuine 
concern that this country has a 
robust, forthright and independent 
forum for expression of views on 
ways to ensure future generations 
can enjoy living in ‘safer sustainable 
communities’.

While AJEM has come a long way in 
the past 20 years, its commitment 
to providing access to information 
and knowledge for the research 
community and practitioners of 
emergency management remains 
unchanged. EMA is excited by this 
milestone and proud to continue 
such a significant publication into 
the future.
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